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dromedary; and the two-humped Bactrian camel of the Far East. As
a pack-animal the former is much more valuable than the latter, which
is mainly used for riding. The dromedary can go without water for six
days, or just twice as long as the Bactrian.
Novelists and others sometimes endow camels with a capacity for
speed that they certainly do not possess. Two and a half to three miles
an hour is a respectable speed for a pack camel, and even the fastest
animals are not normally capable of anything in excess of nine miles
per hour; but they can plod on for more than fifteen hours without
any sign of fatigue.
ELEPHANT'S   STRENGTH   AND   WEAKNESS
The largest, strongest and probably the most intelligent of the
animals that help to carry the burdens of men (both white and coloured)
is the elephant. Of the two species, African and Asiatic, the latter
is the more easily tameable. It was, indeed, for long supposed that the
African elephant was quite untameable; but Hannibal used African
elephants in his struggle against Rome (end of 3rd century B.C.), and
numbers have been tamed in the Belgian Congo in the present century.
The most obvious difference between the two species is in the size of
the ears, those of the African elephant being extraordinarily large.
In India elephants are much used for transporting and piling logs.
In work of this nature they display at once their great strength and
remarkable intelligence. The use of the elephant as a pack-animal is
limited by the fact that the skin of its back, tough-looking as it is,
chafes very easily under burdens. Another factor that limits its useful-
ness is the ease with which it develops sore feet.
LAPLANDER'S   PACK-ANIMALS
That the reindeer is a valuable pack-animal is known to every child,
for is it not Santa Claus's means of transport? Reindeers are used not
only at Christmas but all the year round in Lapland, that bleak but
fascinating area in the Far North of Europe. They have been intro-
duced into North America, there to meet their cousins the caribous; and
there are large numbers in Siberia.
The reindeer can carry a pack weighing 130 lb., or just about 20 Ib.
less than the horse. It can haul a sledge weighing 200 lb. 100 miles a
day; and its speed, laden, is about nine miles an hour.
To the Laplander the reindeer is horse, cow and sheep rolled into
one; for in addition to its uses in carrying and hauling, it supplies its
hardy owners with milk, meat and clothing.
The yak, a member of the ox family, has a unique capacity for
carrying and hauling in rarefied atmospheres. Hence it is the only
transport animal in use in many parts of Tibet and Mongolia,
20,600 ft. above sea-level. Other members of the ox family do transport
work all over the world: in Germany and in South Africa, in ""
and in the Philippines.